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Transportation and health care funding get legislative review
    As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, I have attended many committee hearings this summer regarding funding needs in our State.  Last week it was transportation and health care that got our review.  These hearings are designed to prepare us for the issues we will face during the next Session of the General Assembly.  
     The Transportation Committee has been holding hearings all over the state, receiving input from both experts and citizens.  They tell us that our roads are wearing out.  We have to find the money to build new ones, replace old ones and provide more transportation options.
     Some of the testimony was in favor of more rail transit systems, holding European countries up as the model.  A few days after that hearing, I read a UN report on the rail systems of Europe.  The report concluded that the numbers of people riding the rail systems has remained constant, while the number of automobiles on the roads has escalated.  
     It seems that European workers ride the rails until they have enough money to afford a car.  Then in spite of the high cost of fuel, they purchase a private vehicle.  That’s also happening in China, India and Eastern Europe.  At least they have the option to choose between commuting to work via rail or personal automobile.  
     After World War II, Europe rebuilt their rail network for both passengers and freight.  In the U.S., we developed the Eisenhower Interstate System and let our rail system fall into a second-class choice used primarily for freight.  Creating more effective passenger rail in the metro area and connecting it to the other population centers in the State needs serious consideration as a transportation option.      

     In the 2005 Session of the General Assembly, we passed legislation requiring a system of managed care for children and pregnant women on Medicaid and Peachcare to become effective July 1, 2006.  One of the driving forces behind the legislation had been the misuse of emergency room service at hospitals.  Last week we held a two-day hearing to learn how successful the first year had been.  On the first day hospitals administrators, doctors, and patients were given an opportunity to voice their opinions of the managed care process.  

-more-
     On the second day the three organizations contracted to manage health care were given an opportunity to present their side of the issue and to answer some of the complaints heard on the first day.  The discussions seemed to be normal first-year start-up problems.  Many of these have already been solved and further reports are due later this year.

     Another meeting was held by the Senate Study Committee on Rights Relating to Reproductive and Genetic Technology.  One purpose of the committee is to examine gaps in the law created by the increasing use of frozen sperm, eggs and embryos.  For example, it seems that more and more military men are saving genetic material in case something happens to them while they are fighting a war.  This raises a significant question: Is a baby born two years--or five years--after one parent dies entitled to inherit the estate of the deceased?

     HR 662 established the House Committee to Examine Bioeconomic Development in Georgia.  The legislation reads, "This state cannot afford to leave the development of a bioeconomy to chance, for each year Georgia fails to act, the state falls further behind the competition and Georgia loses its substantial investment in university research programs."  This Committee will look at topics of interest such as biofuels, medical and drug development, and the manufacturing of medical devices.  

     Our biggest challenges remain education, health care, and taxes.  Let me know what you think.  I can be reached at 689 N. Chestatee Street, Dahlonega, Georgia 30533, 706/864-6589, e-mail hamerson@alltel.net.  Or call, Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director, at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.

-end-

