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Get the facts before you vote
     With in-person Absentee Voting beginning last week through October 27 and in-person Advance Voting taking place from October 30 – November 3, many folks have called to ask me about the three proposed state Constitutional Amendments and six statewide Referenda that will be on the November ballot.  They want to be well-informed before casting their vote.  During the last Legislative Session, I voted to place these items on the ballot so you could consider them, not because I agreed with all of them.  After all, it’s your vote that really counts.
     The first proposed amendment would restrict the use of eminent domain for redevelopment. Condemnation of privately held property for redevelopment purposes must be approved by vote of the elected governing authority within which the property is located.  The General Assembly further provided that, “The power of eminent domain shall not be used for redevelopment purposes by any entity, except for public use, as defined by general law.”  Please note that the law specifies “public use” instead of “public good,” which was considered too broad a term.
     The second proposed amendment would make hunting and fishing a right versus just being a privilege.  The discussion on this topic was similar to “the right to bear arms,” as both are governed by laws and regulations.  I have hunted and fished most of my life, and I have always thought I had the right to do both on property that I owned.  Some of the legislators believe that judicial rulings have encroached too far into that right, and that the right needs to be made part of the Georgia Constitution.  This amendment does not change the right of a local government to limit the discharge of firearms or the use of bows and arrows.
     The third proposed amendment would allow the continued support of various projects and programs funded through purchase and renewal of special license tags.  It is believed that the Constitution, as written, could be interpreted to place undue limitations on nonprofit corporations for which the funds were intended.  Further, monies collected for special purpose tags would be used for those purposes and not lapse into the State Treasury.
-more-

     The six statewide referenda are lettered A thru D, and all of them just expand laws currently on the books.  “A” expands the ad valorem tax exemption for farm equipment used on family farms.  The change to the current law is underlined.  “Farm tractors, combines, and all other farm equipment other than motor vehicles, whether fixed or mobile, which are owned by or held under a lease purchase agreement and directly used in the production of agricultural products by family owned qualified farm products producers shall be exempt from all ad valorem property taxes in this state."

     “B” expands the ad valorem tax exemption on property owned by veterans organizations chartered by the Congress of the United States which are exempt from federal income taxes.  The added exemption from Georgia ad valorem taxes includes refurbishing and flying historic aircraft purchased from the federal government, provided these aircraft are put on public display for educational purposes.
     “C” expands the ad valorem tax exemptions for property of charitable institutions to real estate or buildings which are owned by a charitable institution to be rented or leased so long as the derived income is used exclusively for the operation of the charitable institution."
     “D” would eliminate the state portion of property taxes for persons 65 and older by increasing their homestead exemption by the amount they would have paid.  This is the same quarter-mil tax that I have been trying to get eliminated for all home owners for the past six years.  This exemption will not apply to, or affect, county and school taxes.
     “E” provides that each resident of the state who is the un-remarried surviving spouse of a peace officer or firefighter who was killed in the line of duty is granted an exemption on that person’s homestead from all ad valorem taxes for the full value of that homestead.  This exemption will apply to county and school taxes.
     “F” pertains to base-year valuation for surviving spouses and would give a spouse the same base year as that enjoyed by the other spouse prior to his/her death.  I believe this only applies in counties where the personal residence valuation has been frozen; therefore it would not apply to Lumpkin, Dawson or Forsyth counties.
     In addition to the statewide constitutional amendments and referenda, voters in Lumpkin and Forsyth counties will be voting on Special Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) initiatives.  I personally support these sales taxes since they provide a way to mitigate your property taxes.
     If you have any other questions about the November General Election that I can answer, be sure to contact me.  I can be reached at 689 N. Chestatee Street, Dahlonega, Georgia 30533, 706/864-6589, or call Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.
-end-

