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“It ain’t over till it’s over”
     The main stream media would have you believe that the wheels are falling off the party in power’s wagon.  That is not correct.  The fiscal policy disagreement under the Gold Dome is about whether to return surplus revenue to Georgia’s taxpayers or put it in the rainy-day fund.  With a revenue surplus, we will have these debates.  That’s infinitely better than debating what to cut from a budget deficit to put it in balance.    
     One of Yogi Berra’s often quoted utterances is, “It ain’t over till it’s over.”  Is this debate over yet?  Last week an article appeared in the AJC accusing the Governor of acting illegally when he “unvetoed” the supplemental budget and also when he cut out the property tax rebate portion of a line item.  It seems the Constitution does not allow a governor to “unveto” a bill.  Since TV and newspapers carried pictures of his signature and his “veto,” Attorney Stubbs argues that the actual transfer of the document is immaterial.  He further contends that the only way to “resurrect” the bill is for the Legislature to override the veto and bring it back to life.
     If this “unveto” is allowed to stand, think of the precedent it would establish and the power that would shift from the legislature to the governor.  We would never know when a bill was truly vetoed or not vetoed.  The governor could change his mind several times during the forty days allowed by the Constitution.  The Georgia Constitution states that the “governor may veto, approve or take no action on any such bill or resolution.”  It does not say anything about withdrawing a veto.
     There are indications that certain pieces of legislation are being held hostage by the Governor.  Only legislation sponsored by Senators and the five Representatives who voted against overturning the Governor’s veto is getting signed.  It did not go unnoticed that certain House members were dropped from the Governor’s Trade Mission to Europe.   Some Representatives have even been called and asked how badly they wanted their bills to become law.  They are being asked not to override further vetoes.  
     The Constitution provides for the General Assembly to call itself into a Special Session.  If the Governor gets too heavy handed with his vetoes, you could see a Special Session.  
-more-
     Various governmental magazines already say that Governor Perdue is the fifth most powerful governor in the United States.  Does that imply that our legislature ranks near the bottom in the ability to exercise its will?  It is my belief that your State Representatives live closer to their constituents and better know their desires and needs than does the Governor.  I would hate to see us revert back to the time when the Georgia General Assembly was only a “rubber stamp.”
     With the 2007 Session finally (hopefully) put to bed, I have been asked to speak to various groups, both in House District 9 and other locations.  Last week I talked with the Metro Chapter of the Georgia Society of Professional Engineers concerning topics of interest to the Science and Technology Committee.  One of the topics discussed was the network that the Medical College of Georgia (MCG) has set up in Augusta to help surrounding rural community hospitals deal with stroke patients.
     In doing research for the talk, I found that we live in the “stroke belt.”  I knew that the Southeast was sometimes called the “Bible belt” and the “black belt,” but I had never heard of the “stroke belt.”  The probability of strokes in our area is 1.3 times the national average.  The area along the coast of Georgia and North and South Carolinas is known as the “buckle” of the stroke belt.  In the buckle stroke deaths are 2.1 times the norm for people ages 35 to 54 and 1.7 times for people between 55 and 74.  Researchers won’t speculate on the reasons for this anomaly.  They only remind us that the same life style that leads to heart attacks also leads to strokes.  

     Dahlonega lost one of its great Southern Ladies last week.  Ella Ray Oakes was a driving force behind many of the projects which help make Dahlonega a great place to live.  I first met her when I entered North Georgia College in 1953, and during my college days, she helped solve both financial and scheduling problems.  After retiring from the Army, I found myself in the same Sunday school class with Mrs. Oakes.  When she found out I was running for the House of Representatives, she offered encouragement and insisted that I attend every Family Day celebration.  We will truly miss her and her leadership.
     Even though the Session is over, I expect you to keep in contact with me.  I can be reached at 689 N. Chestatee Street, Dahlonega, Georgia 30533, 706/864-6589, e-mail <hamerson@alltel.net>.  Or, call Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.
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