 NEWS RELEASE
for more information contact:  




for immediate release

Gerald Lewy  







March 30, 2007

Communications Director

House District 9 – Amerson

471 Cloudland Road

Dahlonega, Georgia 30533

phone/fax: 706/864-4613

e-mail: lewy@alltel.net
Some legislation is dead, some is on life-support and some will pass
     “Crossover Day” determined which legislation is dead for this Session, which is on life-support and still has a slim chance of passing by being attached to other bills, and which legislation will probably pass into law.  The following is my best guess as it relates to several pieces of legislation of interest to folks in North Georgia.

     HB 94 (FY 2007 Amended Budget) was sent to the Senate where it will be reviewed and probably amended again.  It will then require a House-Senate Conference Committee to come up with the final approval.
     HB 163, the Pay Day Lending bill, was defeated for the second year-in-a-row when it was “reconsidered.”  Pay Day Lending in Georgia should remain dead for a long time.   We did not make a mistake when we killed it last year. 

     The House did not consider any of the bills dealing with Certificates of Need (CON) for either the hospitals or the general surgeons.  Unless one of the Senate Bills contains provisions for CON, that subject is dead for this Session.
     I represent all of the people and all of the local governments in House District 9.  For years the cities and counties have been at odds over the current rules governing annexation.  Finally, the cities and counties have agreed on HB 2, the Fair Annexation Act, which creates new procedures by which annexations will take place.  It also provides a mechanism for dispute resolution.  
     The Georgia Hero (Helping Educate Reservists and their Offspring) Scholarship was amended by HB 131 to include surviving spouses of deceased members of the Georgia National Guard and reserve components of the armed forces from Georgia.

     HB 152 would allow students who are home schooled or attend private academies to receive the HOPE scholarship their freshman year if their SAT scores place them in the 85th percentile.  Currently, home schooled students must have a B average at the end of their first year of college in order to receive HOPE monies retroactively.  I believe this places an undue hardship on the families of home schooled students and was happy to vote for the bill.
-more-
     It seems that some of Georgia’s County Tax Commissioners have been involved in the unethical practice of buying property at “tax sales.”  HB 222 prohibits current county tax commissioners and their staff from purchasing real property sold by their county at public auction for delinquent taxes.  Violation of this code constitutes a misdemeanor and will subject an individual to fines up to $1000 and imprisonment for a year.  Further, “any real property sale in violation of this code shall be void.” 
     Some county tax commissioners in Georgia are sending tax statements to the old owners and making little effort to contact the new owners.  This causes new owners to get tax bills late after penalties and interest have been added.  There are forms signed at “closing” which make county tax commissioners aware that property has changed hands.  HB 380 addresses this problem and modifies the language so that the new owner must be notified in a timely manner.    
     Lumpkin County is the only county in House District 9 which does not yet collect Impact Fees, but they are being considered.  Legislative discussions in committee revealed that some counties have been expending Impact Fees in areas other than those being impacted.  HB 232 amends the Georgia Development Impact Fee Act by requiring projects to undergo a two pronged test before Impact Fees can be expended within a service area.  The governing authority must first consider the proximity of the improvement project to the impacting development.  Secondly, it must consider what improvement project will have the greatest effect on the strains caused by the development. 
     I voted NO on HB 254 which allows a judge to approve issuance of a limited driving permit to individuals 18 and over who have their driver’s license suspended for exceeding the speed limit by more than 24 miles per hour.  I lost that vote, but I don’t want to be on the road with someone who exceeds the speed limit by that much.
     The Brian Nichols’ case in Atlanta has pointed to holes in our Public Defender laws.  The Fulton County Indigent Defense Fund is broke because of abuse by his high-priced attorneys.   HB 586 provides that in death penalty cases where the Office of the Capital Defender is unable to defend any qualified indigent person, the presiding judge shall appoint a maximum of two attorneys to serve as counsel.  Counsel will be paid by the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council at an hourly rate established by the Council.  
     The Enota Circuit which includes Lumpkin, White, Towns and Union counties will get its third Superior Court Judgeship, just not in the timely manner we had hoped.  Negotiations produced five new judgeships instead of four; however, in order to fund the extra one, three have been delayed until January 1, 2008.  That’s OK because the new Lumpkin County Courthouse isn’t scheduled for completion until the end of 2008.  
     Last week I introduced three bills.  Carlton Allen of Frogtown reminded me that we should make School Bus Safety Week (HB 790) and School Bus Driver Appreciation Day (HB 791) permanent.  As the son of a school bus driver I could do nothing less, and 150 other State Representatives agreed with me and co-signed the bills.  My third bill, HB 795, was for my long time friend, Court Bailiff Raymond Cain.  Bailiffs last got a per diem raise from $60 to $70 in 1995.  After 12 years I believe it is time to raise that upper limit to $100.
-more-

       This is Easter Week and the General Assembly is on recess.  We will reconvene on April 10 for Day 34 of our 40-day voting Session.  Keep in touch with me during the remainder of the Session.  I need to know what you think about proposed legislation that impacts your quality of life.  During the Session I can be reached at 401 State Capitol, Atlanta, Georgia 30334, 404/657-8534, fax 404/463-2044, e-mail <amos.amerson@house.ga.gov>.  Or you can call Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.
     I am also available for you to talk with me next Saturday and most Saturday mornings from 8:15 to 9:45 a.m. during the Session at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant, 1108 Grove Street North in Dahlonega.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.

-end-
