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County homeowners associations work to protect quality of life
     Dawson and Lumpkin Counties have well-established, active county homeowners associations that work to protect our quality of life.  Last Saturday, I attended the Dawson County Homeowners Association (DCHA) Annual Meeting.  Margie Weaver, Director of the Dawson County Senior Center since 1984, was honored with the Mike Brown Award for her years of dedicated and selfless service to the community.  

     The meeting agenda speaks volumes about DCHA’s involvement in protecting our quality of life.  Tim Satterfield, the Fire Marshal, spoke about free installation of free smoke detectors for needy households, and the defibulator program to equip schools and large buildings that attract lots of people.  Sue Poynter of the Dawson County Women’s Club discussed the community beautification project at Rock Creek Park.  Jane Graves spoke about green space preservation at Warhill Park.  Arlene McClure talked about Citizens 4 Dawson, Inc., a newly formed group that encourages open and responsive government, wise public policy, and responsible growth practices.   

     The featured speaker was Laurie Fowler from UGA’s Institute of Ecology.  Laurie is an environmental lawyer who explained the voluntary Etowah Habitat Conservation Plan.  The plan is designed to protect endangered species by keeping sediment out of streams and managing storm water run off.  The Etowah River Watershed runs through Lumpkin, Dawson and Forsyth Counties (State House District 9).  What Laurie Fowler said was very helpful to me as your State Representative.  
     I was pleased to welcome the 2007 Leadership Lumpkin County Class to the Capitol on Thursday.  Visiting the Capitol and watching the Legislature in action was part of their training program.  Joining us for pictures with the Governor was Senator Pearson, county commissioners Gooch and Hutchison, Dahlonega Mayor McCullough and Superior Court Judge Lynn Alderman.  City, county and state government together in one picture.
-more-

     PeachCare was still at the top of the critical list last week at the Capitol.  Senator Johnny Isakson spoke of the great working relationship between our State government and our Congressional delegation.  Specifically, he talked about the General Assembly delegation visiting Washington to discuss the PeachCare shortfall.  Like Senator Chambliss the previous week, Senator Isakson believes that PeachCare will be renewed; WHEN, is the question.
     On the legislative front we passed House Resolution 246, which I call the “Dr. John” Raber Resolution.  It urges the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia to establish programs for intercollegiate wrestling.  Our high schools have a history of producing wrestling champions, but to compete on the collegiate level, the students must accept scholarships to out-of-state schools.  “Dr. John” is a nationally recognized wrestling referee, and he frequently introduces speakers at our weekly Lumpkin County Men’s Prayer Group who are past Georgia State High School Wrestling Champions.  These young men are great role models for our teenagers.
     The following bills passed the House and were sent to the Senate:

     HB 24 provides for combining the provisions of a living will and a durable power of attorney.  The bill calls for a stronger focus on patients’ right to choose various options concerning the types of treatment and care they receive at a healthcare facility.  The proposed forms could be witnessed without having to be notarized. 
     HB 155 calls for criminal background checks for owners of “personal care homes, private home care providers, community living arrangements, and child welfare agencies.”  This bill would make it unlawful for anyone with a criminal record to operate these small businesses. 
     HB 153 seeks to provide additional judicial oversight in regard to juveniles.  The new language requires DEFACS to give notice to the court, child, parents, guardians, and attorneys of record five days prior to the placement change of a child.
     There was more discussion on HB 318 last week than on all other bills combined.  It would have allowed increasing investment of the State Employee Retirement Fund in foreign owned companies from 10 percent to 20 percent.  It was first voted down and then reconsidered.  It will come up for a final vote next week.  What a lot of people didn’t understand is that many of the largest firms in the United States are foreign owned, and as Georgia grows more global, it becomes necessary to invest in them to get a good return.  Think of Toyota, Siemens, and Shell Oil.  KIA is fixing to invest hundreds of millions of dollars in a plant near Columbus and provide hundreds of jobs for Americans.  Why shouldn’t we invest in these companies?  They have invested in us.  
     Keep in touch with me.  I need to know what you think about the issues.  During the Session I can be reached at 401 State Capitol, Atlanta, Georgia 30334, 404/657-8534, fax 404/463-2044, e-mail <amos.amerson@house.ga.gov>.  Or, you can call Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.
-more-

     I’m also available for you to talk with me on Saturday mornings from 8:15 to 9:45 a.m. during the Session at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant, 1108 Grove Street North in Dahlonega.  My next Dawson County Saturday morning gathering will be March 10 from 8:15 to 9:45 a.m. at the Champion Café (Thunder Road) in Dawsonville.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.
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