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My job is to represent you in the Georgia General Assembly
     My job is to represent the folks from House District 9 in the Georgia General Assembly.  That includes all of Lumpkin and Dawson Counties except one precinct in each and three Lake Lanier precincts in Forsyth County.  In reality, I am frequently called by people from all three counties to handle their concerns with the state.  Even though other state representatives cover portions of these counties, I don’t mind helping out.  The legislators from north Georgia work closely together to solve common problems.
     One recent and ongoing concern crosses county and House District lines.  I am referring to a talked about extension of SR 400 that proposes to route it through the Sandy Flats/Dugas Road residential area in Lumpkin County and on into White County.  There has been a lot of talk about the future growth of SR 400 that needs clarification.

     In response to several constituent calls, I spent some quality time last week in a one-on-one meeting with Commissioner Harold Linnenkohl, head of the Georgia DOT, to try and get his read on what is, and is not, going on.

     Linnenkohl has received a letter from the Lumpkin County Commissioners stating their opposition to the project.  I told him that the encouragement for this project came from DOT Board Chairman, Mike Evans.  He assured me that an extension of SR 400 through Sandy Flats was not in DOT’s planning.  He said the only thing on their books was a joint project with Lumpkin County to replace the one-lane bridge across the Chestatee River.

     Commissioner Linnenkohl told me that eventually DOT wants to widen GA 115 between GA 60 and GA 52 (Jean Anderson intersection).  I suggested that the widening of GA 115 continue to the White County line.  He commented that with money as tight as it currently is, widening GA 115 would be a while; my understanding of that is greater than five years.

-more-

     Last week, DOT Board Chairman Mike Evans was the guest speaker at a public Eggs and Issues Breakfast in White County.  Reports from some Lumpkin County folks who attended say that he is still in favor of the route through Sandy Flats.  I will continue to watch over this issue with the DOT and keep you informed of anything that goes on.  You need to keep your eyes on this too.  Let me know what you hear on the street in both Lumpkin and White counties; however, accurate information is always better than rumors.  

     On the legislative side, this may be the year in which drivers of pickup trucks are included in a comprehensive seatbelt law.  Two compelling reasons are making headline news, and both of these cost the rest of us money.  First, people driving without seatbelts are more likely to be killed or need expensive trauma-care in case of an accident.  Second, as soon as the law is passed, Georgia becomes eligible for $20 million in highway safety funds.  Adding the two together means that continued exemption of pickup trucks from the seatbelt law is too expensive for the rest of us.

     Governor Perdue testified before Congress last week on the need for continued funding of the Children’s Health Insurance Program, which we call PeachCare.  Currently, the federal government pays about 75 percent of the costs and Georgia pays 25 percent.  The Budgeting and Planning Office is trying to develop alternative ways of funding PeachCare with State dollars if Congress fails to act in time.  That is one reason why the General Assembly is not in session until Thursday of this week.
     By far the most e-mails I received urged me to support the Governor’s $50 million budget for conservation and $13 million for his “Go Fish” program.  These are programs that I can readily support.  School media specialists have reminded me that their libraries need a funding increase.  At this point in the budget process, the proposed FY 2008 Budget does not contain an increase over last year’s level of $13.03 per student.  I will continue to try and improve funding for libraries this year as I did last year.
     Next Saturday, February 10, is Family Day at the Capitol.  Come down and see your State Government at work.  The legislative session runs from 10 am to noon, but I’ll be in my office (Room 401 in the Capitol) from 8:30 to 9:30 to greet any of you who want to stop by and talk.

     Continue to keep in touch with me.  I need to know what you think about the issues.  During the Session I can be reached at 401 State Capitol, Atlanta, Georgia 30533, 404/657-8534, fax 404/463-2044, e-mail <amos.amerson@house.ga.gov>.  Or, you can call Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.

-end-
