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Tourism is the life blood of north Georgia’s economy
     Tourists come in all sizes, shapes, ages and interests.  Folks from all over come to north Georgia to visit our wineries.  That’s agricultural tourism.  They come to visit our historic towns, buildings and battle sites.  That’s historical tourism.  They come to hike, bike, fish, hunt, canoe, kayak and look at the birds.  That’s environmental tourism.  Many stay to become our friends and neighbors.  Our job is to preserve these unique attractions that bring tourists here.
     Last week Hal Williams (Director of the Dahlonega Convention and Visitors’ Bureau) and Marty Williams (VP Tourism of the Dawson County Chamber of Commerce & CVB) visited the Capitol celebrating Tourism Day in Georgia.  

     Revenue generated from tourism has made it one of Georgia’s biggest industries ranking second only to agribusiness.  Tourist related activities generated almost $1 billion in state tax revenue during 2007.

     Tourism brought in over $900 thousand in local tax revenue in 2006 to both Dawson and Lumpkin Counties.  Together, that is over $1.88 million in local tax revenue.  The Economic Impact for Tourism in Dawson County was $32.09 million.  The Economic Impact for Tourism in Lumpkin County was $30.36 million.    

     Both the Georgia Legislature and our Governor recognize the importance of improving infrastructure.  The Governor’s commitment to improving infrastructure took form last week with the announcement of $31.7 million in loans to finance water, sewer and reservoir infrastructure improvements.  

     The Governor said, “Infrastructure improvements increase the quality of life for Georgia citizens, and they help cities and counties create jobs and promote economic development.”   The Amended FY08 and FY09 budget recommendations include a total of $120 million for water infrastructure and reservoir development.  

-more-

     I had an opportunity last week to talk with Dahlonega Mayor Gary McCullough and some city councilmen at the Capitol about local legislation to provide ad valorem property tax relief for older and disabled citizens.  I also spoke with Lumpkin County Chairman Steve Gooch and Dawson County Chairman Mike Berg to get their input.  Working together, we can craft local legislation that is tailored to the needs of each city and county.  I asked for their ideas and they are responding.  I am confident that we will come up with meaningful, affordable tax relief programs for local voters to consider in November.  

     The state is finally starting to weigh in on the tax relief issue.  The Governor has introduced legislation to eliminate the state portion of property tax.  Although it will amount to only ¼ of 1% of your ad valorem taxes, probably around $30, it is a step in the right direction.  If this legislation is passed by the General Assembly, it too will go to the voters on the November 2008 statewide ballot as a referendum.

     An amended rule change has been issued from the Commissioner of the Department of Revenue to “clarify that the state has no role in mandating reassessments of properties.”  That’s a biggie.  It means that local governments will no longer be able to blame the state for requiring reassessments on any certain timetable.  Local governments have responsibility for determining fair-market value of property and when to reassess. 

     The House of Representatives welcomed Karen Peck Gooch to receive a Resolution honoring her for being named Female Vocalist of the Year by the Southern Gospel Guild Harmony Awards.  She then honored us by singing “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
     I congratulate Mike Evans on being re-elected to the DOT Board representing Congressional District 9.  In spite of the financial shortfall of the DOT, Commissioner Abraham tells me that previously announced Local Area Road Projects (LARP) are fully funded; however, there is expected to be a large shortfall with funding other projects.

     I will be available during the Legislative Session for breakfast on Saturday mornings.  On February 9, 16 and 23, I will be at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Dahlonega at 8 a.m.  On March 1, I will be in Dawson County at Ryan’s Steak House at 8 a.m.  I’ll let you know about the rest of the Saturday morning schedule as the Session progresses.

     Keep in touch with me.  During the Session I can be reached at 401 State Capitol, Atlanta, Georgia 30334, 404/657-8534, fax 404/463-2044, e-mail amos.amerson@house.ga.gov.  Or call Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director, at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.  You can also re-read some of my articles on tax reform and education by going to my website www.amosamerson.com  The website has a bio and my committee schedules as well.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.

-end-

