NEWS RELEASE
for more information contact:  




for immediate release

Gerald Lewy  







January 19, 2007

Communications Director
House District 9 – Amerson

471 Cloudland Road

Dahlonega, Georgia 30533

phone/fax: 706/864-4613

e-mail: lewy@alltel.net

Governor Perdue’s 2007 legislative agenda and budgets
     The first week of the General Assembly lasted only four days.  The Governor’s State-of-the-State speech and delivery of his proposed budget to the House of Representatives took up most of that time.  While the General Assembly was in recess last week, the Governor and his department heads testified before the House Appropriations Committee.  Appropriation subcommittees will take the next three weeks to gather further data and come up with a House version of the Amended FY 2007 Budget as well as a House version of the FY 2008 Budget.

For me, as a member of the House Appropriations Committee (Education K-12 Subcommittee), it was good to hear and read that the Governor’s education priorities had not changed.  He continues to believe that, “Education is the single most important factor in the future prosperity of our state.” 
The Governor reiterated his plan for improving Georgia’s graduation rate by adding Graduation Coaches to Georgia’s middle schools.  He noted that while Georgia’s graduation rate has risen 7.5 percent over the last four years, there is still much work to do.  Existing high school Graduation Coaches have identified 42,000 students who are not on track to graduate. In addition, there are 25,655 over-age 9th graders and over 2,000 students who dropped out before they made it to 9th grade.  The Governor proposes that we pay some $21.3 million for middle school Graduation Coaches to help meet the needs of these students. 

The Governor’s education request includes $164 million in the Amended FY 2007 Budget to provide a mid-term adjustment for more enrollment growth than anticipated.  The FY 2008 Budget will include an additional $153 million for increased enrollment.  The Governor asked for $268 million for a three percent pay increase and a three percent step increase keeping Georgia teachers the highest paid in the Southeast.  Almost half of Georgia teachers will receive a six percent raise.
-more-

The FY 2008 Budget proposes $50 million for conservation, such as purchasing the undeveloped tract known as Paulding Forest.  A $19 million investment for Go Fish Georgia will create world-class resources for fishing and boating enthusiasts.  New ramps will be constructed at 15 sites on Georgia’s major rivers and reservoirs that will be capable of hosting large bass tournaments.

     The budget proposes funding to promote and protect the state’s historical resources.  The year 2011 will mark the 150th Anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War.  Georgia needs to be ready for the influx of cultural tourists. The Governor has proposed that the state invest $5 million to work with surrounding states to develop a comprehensive tourism plan for revitalizing and restoring historic sites, such as the Resaca Battlefield Park in Gordon County.

     During the last year, Georgia delegations made over 31 mission trips to 23 countries.  The state currently has 10 international offices, and is opening a new office in China.  The proposed budget recommends that the state ramp up its investment in international marketing by investing an additional $5.1 million in opening Georgia’s doors to the world.   
     The Governor recognizes that tax relief helps create economic opportunity.  His proposal to eliminate the state income tax on retirement income for seniors will attract retirees to the state and allow them to better cover the cost of necessary expenses such as prescription drugs.  The proposed budget includes a three percent pay increase for state employees effective January 1, 2008.

     Medical access continues to be a concern for many Georgians and the cost of state-provided coverage is a growing component of the state budget.  The proposed budget includes $176 million to fund health insurance costs for state employees and $100 million to begin to meet the costs of Georgia’s retired teachers as required by new national accounting standards.  This $100 million is the first installment toward making sure that retirement benefits will never be deleted.

     At this point, the Governor has proposed his budget; it is now up to the General Assembly to modify and approve a budget that will meet the needs of the people of Georgia.  
     The DOT Commissioner brought two very disturbing facts to our attention.  First, Georgia had over 1700 deaths from automotive accidents last year.  Second, Georgia has the best roads in the nation; but they are starting to go down hill rapidly.

     Back in 1974 we had very poor roads.  The Governor and General Assembly made a commitment to improve them.  Since asphalt has only about a 10-year life span, a commitment was made to resurface 10 percent of the roads each year.  The high cost of asphalt has reduced the amount of resurfacing to less than five percent of the roads each year.  The skyrocketing cost of all petroleum products and the increased costs for additional rights-of-way have been depleting the DOT budget.  It doesn’t take a mathematician to realize that it won’t take long to be back to the poor conditions of 1974.
     -more-

     The General Assembly has 36 voting days to develop solutions to reduce deaths and maintain highways, solve problems in education, healthcare, prisons, etc.  Wish us luck.
     Keep in touch with me.  I need to know what you think about the issues.  During the Session I can be reached at 401 State Capitol, Atlanta, Georgia 30334, 404/657-8534, fax 404/463-2044, e-mail <amos.amerson@house.ga.gov>.  Or, you can call Gerald Lewy, my Communications Director at 706/344-7788.  He’ll know how to get your message to me.  

     I’m available for you to talk with me on Saturday mornings from 8:15 am to 9:45 am during the Session at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant, 1108 Grove Street North in Dahlonega.  On two Saturday mornings, February 10 and March 10, I will be in Dawsonville at the Champion Café (Thunder Road) 415 E. Hwy. 53 from 8:15 am to 9:45 am.  Remember, the secret of good government is a well-informed electorate.

-end-
